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What an exci s is for Ruba and Samil—Their

arents have Ta fun day in the countryside!
After the Two f ini delicious picnic

together, Sami asks d Ruba can go play in

the nearby fields, meadows, and olive groves.

“Yes, you may," his father answers, "just d

e lake!" Ruba's

away!"
*And be careful n

on't go too far

ot to get 100 close To th

much fun running and

forget their parents
ay from the pichic

g $o0
skipping throu they
warning and have wandered much further aw
area Than they should have!

“T have an idea, Ruba!" Sami exclaims, "Let’s play Hi
*T'll hide

Seek!”
*Oh, that sounds like fun, Sami!” she an

first!”
“Alright!” he agrees, @8 he
counting out loud as fast as he can.
*No peeking, Samil" Ruba shouts as she runs +o some nearby
bushes that she hides behind. Soon Sami cries out, “Ready
T come!" TO her surprise, inonly a minute or Two

de-and-

swers,

closes his eyes and begins

Sami has .
Then it's her furn to close her eyes while Sami runs away




Stump and Says to herself, "Hal

Sami will neveyr find me hepel
ile resting on the

Stump, Rubq s amazed qt

how beaytify| the forest i

Scattered throughout the

grass and moss thqt carpet the

ground are countless bm’ghﬂy

colored wilg flowers] "Oh, how

Pretty! T'll gather q b

them for Mommy!” she thinks,
as sh

and
hides!-Buf when s

e rises and merrily skips
he's around, picking the flowers,
finished counting and begins Uba is having so much fyn
looking for him, she can's find him '

and-Seek”
ally gives game! But after q while, when she
Up and calls, “sapm; come out from as as many Prefty flowers qg she
wherever you arel—T gjye up! €an possibly hold s € suddenly
I can't fing youl” Sami then Jumps remembers Sami ang the game
out from behing Some distant and thinks, “oh my!—I'd bettep et
trees Iaughing gleequy. back to the lakesidel" But as she
"Sami, that's not fairl Yoy went looks all around her, she can't tel|
too far away!” she complains. which direction she came froml—A||
"Well, we didn't say how cloge
the person wh

the treeg and busheg surr
the stump look the samel

aybe I came from that
t's my turn to hide direction " she

0 is hiding hqs to
stay!” he answers

Okay, Sami. i
again,” she says.

As soon as Sami begins
counting, Rybq runs as fqst
as her feet cqn carry her,
Straight down +o the edge of
the nearby lakel she runs along
its bank q| the way to it end
and aroynd its othep side, and
then disappears into the thick
forest behing it. She keeps
running deeper: and deeper
into the woods until finally,

Ut of breath, she

N a big royng tree
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wonders. "If so. it should only
take me a few minutes To find
the lake. =Tl go seel” But after
running through the forest for
some time, the lake is nowhere in
sight!

*T'd better g0 back to the
stump,” she thinks. "Then Tl try
another direction to find the lake!"
But after wandering for @ few
minutes she is now unable to fin
her way back To the
stump!

“Oh no!—I'm
lost!" she suddenly
realizes! As she looks
around at the forest,
it somehow doesn't
seem SO prefty
anymore, for now
she feels scared!

As she pauses
for a moment,
she thinks she
hears something
moving in the
distant woods,
and asks herself, "I wonder if
there are any dangerous animals in
these woods?—Oh, T've just got 1o

get back 1o Sami and Mommy and
Daddy!”

Ruba begins running as fast as
she can, hoping that somehow she'll
find the lake! But aftfer @ while she
is as lost as ever and realizes that
she might even be running further
away in the wrong direction! S0
she tries calling her friend, *Samil
Samil" she cries at the top of her

Mot :
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voice. But she hears no answer.

Now so afraid and sad, poor
Ruba drops her flowers, falls to her
knees and bursts into tears, feeling
so alone and scared! A cool breeze
sweeps through the forest and she
realizes that the sun is beginning To
set. "Oh no! What if nobody finds
me and IT'm |eft out here all alone in
the dark for the whole night!" Ruba
now feels more frightened than

she's ever felt in her entire life!
Then

suddenly a thought comes o
her and she remembers something

always there 10 help her!
prays and asks God 1o please forgive
her for disobeying her parents’
instructions and running of f alone
like thist—And To protect her from
any wild beasts or dangers. and help
her find her way back to Sami and
to her Mommy and Daddy!

Continued on page 8
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HELP THE LITTLE BOY WHO IS
LOST FIND HIS WAY HOME.
_,.-"‘"'——
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Continued from page 5

All of a sudden Ruba feels much
better! she Stands yp, quietly looks

her not be afraiq.

In just a few minutes
she finds herself oyt of
the woods and back on
the Iakeside!—And there
on the othep side is Samil
"Rubal I've been looking
everywhere for youl" he cqlls
across the watep,

"Oh Sami, T was lost!" she
answers. "I'm g, happy to see
You again! Byt hoy can I get
back to the side of the lake
that you're ona*

Ruba runs to the bridge,
but finds that it js very old
and br'oken—down. "Oh Sami,
it looks so dangerous!~And
there's q big hole in the
middle of jfl" But she

remembers how Gog helped her 4
find her Way back, and qg she steps
onto it, she jg hot afraid.

Sami also reaches oyt his
arms to help hep, "Oh Samil" she
exclaims, "T'm <o sorry fop running
away! It's g good to be with you
again! I've got 1, tell you what
happened|“e
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HANAN

AND THE

By Mama Souad

As Mama Souad walked down the stairs after tucking her children
in bed for the night, she was stopped by the stifled sound of sobbing
that came from Nisrin's room. Walking back upstairs, she softly opened
the door and poked her head in. "Nisrin, are you alright?” At that the
sobbing became louder. Mama Souad sat down on the edge of her bed,
putting her arms around her little girl to comfort her. "Now, now, it
can't be that bad”, she gently whispered.
"Why don't you tell me about i+?”

Nisrin threw her arms around her Mama's
neck and blurted out, "When is Daddy coming
back, Mama? He's been gone for so long now!
Nora told me today he may never come back,
like some of the daddies of my friends at
school. I'm so afraid, Mamal”

Mama Souad hugged her little girl closer.
"I know it's hard sometimes not to be afraid,
darling, but we must not forget that God will
take care of Daddy. Come, let me settle you
back in your blankets and tell you a story
about a girl just like you, who was also
worried about her daddy”, she said.

Nisrin's sobbing stopped and her eyes
brightened. A story! She loved it when Mama Souad told her stories.

It always cheered her up. Nestled back in her pillows and blankets, she
expectantly looked up at Mama...

® 6 6 ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o & o o o o o

Hanan was waiting for Daddy to come home from his trip, Mama
began. It had been 2 weeks that he'd been gone, and every time she

® heard a knock on the door, Hanan ran to the door thinking it was her
® sweet Daddy, only to find out it was one of the relatives, or just an
e unusual noise.
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Hanan couldn't help but think that Daddy could be in trouble at
any time. The daily news didn't escape her keen ears. She had
heard the sad news from other children at school. All of them
longed to play and run outside, but often they were afraid to and
sometimes not allowed for the time being. It was just too dangerous.

At night, Hanan went to bed thinking, “"Dear God, I'm afraid
for Daddy. Please, dear God, keep him safe and help him to be
protected by your guardian angels. Please keep all the dear mommies
and daddies wherever they are and help me not to be afraid!”

Then Hanan dreamt a dream. She was walking by the river. The
river was raging and fuming. She thought she'd never seen the river
in such fury before. A sudden fear gripped her heart, but then
she noticed a beautiful, colorful butterfly fluttering its wings. It
whispered to her, “"Hanan, come this way and you will not fear.”

Hanan followed the beautiful mysterious butterfly that could talk,
and as she followed it she noticed the river had calmed down, that
its foaming in fury had only been for a moment. The butterfly had
called its friends, and they formed a lively hedge around the river.
They were all fluttering their wings and their colors were so pretty!

Somehow the butterflies’ blended colors that reflected on the
river, and their fluttering wing-to-wing in a giant circle of colors,
had calmed it down. Looking at those beautiful colorful butterflies
gave Hanan a feeling of love and peace. Then she woke up...

Hanan couldn't stop thinking about the beautiful dream she had.
"The butterflies were so beautiful” she thought. "They calmed
down that raging river right away, and they helped me to
not be afraid.”

Then she had an idea! "I will do something
special with my friends,” she decided. "I will tell
them that our prayers, just like the butterflies,
can form a hedge of protection and love around our
daddies, and that when fear comes knocking at our
door, we can picture a hedge of love to shut it out!”

Mama Souad looked down on Nisrin, whose sleepy eyes looked
dreamily up at her. That was so beautiful, Mama. I will remember the
butterflies when I am afraid, and I will pray for Daddy's safe return,
too.

Giving her daughter a loving kiss on her curly hair, Mama Souad
smiled. Her eyes had already closed and Nisrin was drifting off to
sleep. Tiptoeing out of the room, Mama Souad looked back over her
shoulder. Was it just her imagination, or did she, just for a moment,
hear the fluttering of butterfly wings? °
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WHAT YOU WILL NEED: ~
D 7‘ \v4 color pencils
D @@ u:l‘:l I:I / black marker
\ needle and thread

A scissors

Use a black pen
to list things
you can do to
help you not
be sad when you
are worried about
something.

Color the
butterflies.
A\ Cut out the
‘\&Q butterflies

} and glue

them back to
back.

®Attach a thread to
the butterfly head
and hang it from
your bedroom ceiling.
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